
 
 
28 June 2018 
 
To: Priests, Deacons, and Lay Ecclesial Ministers in the Diocese of London 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Re: Fall Gatherings with the Bishop 
 
As I did two years ago, when we revised the "Safe Environment Policy", I wish once again to gather with 
all priests, deacons, and lay ecclesial ministers working in the Diocese, in order to release the latest 
version of our "Called, Gifted & Sent Manual". This manual was first presented in 2001 as we began to 
address matters dealing with sexual abuse and what we needed to do to prevent it happening again.  
  
The purpose of the "Called, Gifted & Sent" initiative has been to recruit, train and support the people 
across the Diocese who give of their time and talent to serve Christ and his Church. I saw then –  
as now – the importance of this work in order to help all volunteers in our Diocese to carry out 
their baptismal call, while developing at the same time the environment needed for our parishioners to be 
safe and our parishes to flourish. 
  
I have set aside four days when I can travel to different parts of the Diocese with the some of the Senior 
Leadership team to have these presentations. I expect all of you – priests, deacons and lay ecclesial 
ministers – to make yourselves available on one of the following dates from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.: 
  
Tuesday, 30 October - Sarnia 
Thursday, 1 November - Comber 
Wednesday, 7 November - Woodstock 
Tuesday, 20 November - London 
  
The various dates and locations are meant to make it as easy as possible for all to attend. Please note 
that these dates are in addition to the already-scheduled Study Days for priests. 
  
I expect that you will clear your calendars now for one of these dates of your choosing. You may wish to 
block out two dates in the event that an emergency arises and your first choice becomes impossible. You 
may need to re-arrange your personal schedule or the Mass time in your parish, or even delay a funeral 
for one day in order to attend. It is my expectation that all priests, deacons and lay ecclesial ministers be 
present, and so I ask that you schedule your time accordingly. 
  
A detailed agenda with registrations forms will be sent in early September, so that we can have seating 
and lunch prepared in each location. Priests who cannot attend for some reason are to contact me 
directly; deacons who cannot attend should contact Deacon Dennis Rivest; lay ecclesial ministers who 
cannot attend should contact Laura Riley. Those who cannot attend one of the scheduled dates will be 
required to attend a later session. I strongly encourage you to book your dates now to avoid all possible 
conflicts. 
  
I pledge my continued prayers for God's blessings on your work on behalf of the people of our Diocese, 
and wish you a peaceful summer. Blessings, as well, for all who take vacation and travel in the coming 
months. 
  
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B. 
Bishop of London 


